
Eugene 
McCloskey
composer, performer, technician

Role for project STEAM: Technical Support and Volunteer.

What inspired you to get involved with the project?

What aspects of the experience were most valuable for you? 

What was the BEST moment for you in the workshops?

 As an artist, if anything what have you gained from being involved with STEAM?

http://eugenemccloskey.com

I have been involved with previous projects of Artahead: they have been worthwhile, 
interesting and challenging. So I was pleased to get involved with ‘Steam’: confident that it 
would involve the same great mixture of good organisation and fun. In that way I was not 
disappointed.

 There was a great team involved and everyone seemed in good spirits, even when working 
hard and being tired after a long day. I met new people and was pleased to apply my skills and 
effort within the group. I think the quality of venue and artwork inspired everyone to do their best 
to make the project as good an experience as possible. This feeling of working hard within a 
group was really rewarding: everyone’s input seemed equally important and appreciated, from 
hanging pictures to making the tea.

The workshops were quite a special event; I liked the fact that the impressive large gallery 
space was busy and taken over by a group of people with varying mental health issues. It was 
a lively creative atmosphere. I have never taken part in such a creative workshop before…it 
really was creative, in a group that included children, older people, artists, volunteers, people 
with various mental health issues and myself. When everyone was working on the same piece 
the collective concentration and fun was exhilarating: I added my ink and marks alongside 
people who had mental health issues who were clearly enjoying the experience as much as I 
was.
I was lucky enough to talk to some of the artists involved: their approach and work I found 
fascinating and inspiring. 

What I will take away from the project is a memory of a great collective experience, and a 
feeling of acknowledgement of my own input into a worthwhile event. To see the involvement 
and enjoyment of people with mental health issues first hand was an inspiration in itself, and a 
reminder of the power and value of visual expression in particular, and art in general.

As for the future I can only wish for ‘Full Steam Ahead’!

Eugene helping to hang the 
mono-prints, at the Steam-
roller workshop. 2013
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